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Packaging optimisation for
biodegradability/compostability
Investigate
further
Biodegradability
If the packaging is to be composted, are the most appropriate
biodegradable materials used?
Does the biodegradable material meet the criteria and levels in BS
EN 13432:2000?
Is it possible to identify packaging made from biodegradable
material and segregate it so that it is disposed of in the intended
way at the end of its life?
Once collected, could biodegradable waste be kept uncontaminated
to increase its value?
Is there any residual product in the packaging? If so, is it
compostable?
Does the packaging destined for composting contain anything that
might be harmful to the environment during the biological treatment
process (e.g. heavy metals)?
Could you mix the compostable packaging (e.g. paper and board)
with garden waste in outdoor windrows to produce quality compost?
Could your local authority or waste management contractor take
packaging waste for composting?
Are you confident that the majority of the packaging will actually
be composted? If not, then this may not be the best option from an
environmental point of view.
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We hope that you have found this checklist helpful on your route to greater resource efficiency. Don’t forget that
WRAP is here to help you to improve resource efficiency and save you money. Visit the website at www.wrap.org.uk
or contact the WRAP Resource Efficiency Helpline on 0808 100 2040 for further information.

While we have tried to make sure this checklist is accurate, we cannot accept responsibility or be held legally responsible for any loss or damage
arising out of or in connection with this information being inaccurate, incomplete or misleading. This material is copyrighted. You can copy it free of
charge as long as the material is accurate and not used in a misleading context. You must identify the source of the material and acknowledge our
copyright. You must not use material to endorse or suggest we have endorsed a commercial product or service. For more details please see our
terms and conditions on our website at www.wrap.org.uk
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